Prevalence of toxoplasma antibodies in New Britain, Papua New Guinea.
A seroepidemiological study of toxoplasmosis was conducted in four areas of New Britain (Papua New Guinea). The areas surveyed were of heterogeneous nature with regard to topography, soil, fauna, and the people's eating habits. The prevalence of human infection as measured by the presence of dye-test antibodies was high in Ewase area and Witu island with no cats, but not on Lolobau and Kilengi, where cats were present. Observations obtained from the investigation led to speculation that consumption of raw meat or other factors, individually or in combination, may have played an essential role in the transmission of Toxoplasma in the Ewase and Witu areas.